
                 
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
3/17/17 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Greta Weinsheimer - 6th Grade 
■  Henry Younger - 6th Grade  

★ BOTH 7th and 8th GRADE Tam. High Night  -  Mark your calendars for MARCH 
23rd if your student is planning on attending Tam. High next year.  There will be 
a representative from Tam. at Willow Creek to answer questions for both 7th and 
8th grade students.  It will start it the evening (probably around 6 but exact time 
to follow). 

★ Please go to the end of this Friday Post to see a few pictures from the 7th grade 
Outward Bound Camping Trip!  The participating 7th grade students had a great 
time and learned a variety of new skills.  I’m sure that the students haven’t 
stopped sharing the awesome experiences they had while camping! 

★ Parent Teacher Conferences are coming up.  Please be on the lookout for sign 
up options.  Letters last week with 7A, but you can sign up to meet with Mr. 
Baker using the link below. 

○ To pick a time slot, enter this link in your internet browser: 
■ www.ptcfast.com/reg1 

○ The Entry Code is: 6LE1186748 
 
Science 
7th Grade - This week, students learned about water- what is it really?, 
what are the physical properties of it and how does the rise of sea water 
effect us here in Marin?  We had a guest scientist host a discussion 
followed by a fun, hands-on engineering project.  She lives in Pacifica and 
asked students “How could you prevent rising oceans from flooding my 
house?”.  Students used engineering skills and models to show how they 
could answer the driving question of: 

http://www.ptcfast.com/reg1


“How can we stop rising ocean levels from flooding my house?” 
 
8th Grade - This week, 8th grade began working on the math skills they will 
need to complete the graphing for launching objects from their trebuchets 
and catapults.  Students are learning about acceleration, force and mass 
and how to determine each of these variables when given any two inputs. 
They will use this to figure out the acceleration and force of their projectiles. 
 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: This week each student decided on the topic they will be 
arguing, and which stance they will be siding with.  We have gone through 
all the various structures that are incorporated into an Argumentative Essay 
(claim (intro), reasons (3), evidence, counterclaim, conclusion) along with 
formal citations and references they will need to credit their sources with. 
We are in the first draft stage of this complicated essay structure. 
 
     8th Grade: This week we are in the final phase of completing our 
Thematic rough draft. Next up on our agenda is to write a compare and 
contrast essay between two different mentor texts comparing their themes. 
Just a reminder, we will be going on a field-trip to Tamalpais High School 
on March 21st and 23rd; April 4th and 6th.  We will be collaborating with 
Tam journalism students to create/publish a magazine. Please sign the 
permission slip and return by Monday, March 20th. 
 
 
 
Social Studies 
 

7th Grade:  This week, students finished their Tri2 Final Essays 
on one of the following topics:  Compare and Contrast 
European Feudalism vs. Japanese Feudalism; Compare and 
Contrast Medieval China vs. Medieval Japan; or Persuasive 
Medieval China vs. Medieval Japan (which was more 



successful).  7B began studying the Maya in our Mesoamerica 
Unit.  7A will begin next week. 
 
8th Grade :  Students finished their Tri2 Final essay on the 
Advantages & Disadvantages between the Northern and 
Southern States and how those differences affected the 
relationship between states and the Federal Government and 
led to the Civil War.  This next week, we focus on the politics 
leading up to the Civil War. 

 
 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
You should be seeing a homework grading sheet for you to sign over the 
weekend. This is an effort to provide better real-time feedback, as well as to bring 
a greater sense of the importance of homework to the students. There is 
homework everyday, and their weekend assignment is to have parents sign and 
return the homework grading sheet. Please let me know if you have any 
questions about this.  
 
7th grade: 
 
After so many awesome field trips, it was really nice to get back to a regular 
teaching schedule. 7th graders continued their work with algebra tiles and word 
problems, culminating in using the 5-D process to produce posters of their 
solutions and process.  
 
8th grade: 
 
Eighth graders have been working with non-linear functions, and we have had 
the opportunity to explore compound interest rates, payday loans, and credit 
(it’s always fun to bring some life learning into math class!). This week we also 
focused on exponents and scientific notation, and most kids are really getting 
the hang of it. I’m confident that everyone has sharply increased their level of 
understanding on these topics. 
 


